27TH ANNUAL KENTUCKY HERITAGE COUNCIL
ARCHAEOLOGY CONFERENCE
Field trip FRiday, March 5
Dupont Lodge - Cumberland Falls State Park - South on I-75, Exit 25 for US25 W, this is just past Corbin.  If taking I-75 North - take exit 15.  To slight right on KY90 W and then follow signs to Cumberland Fall State Park (606.528.4121 or 800.325.0063).
Friday, March 5, 2010 (1:00 – 5:00 p.m.) 

Blue Heron Mining Community 


Blue Heron, or Mine 18, is an abandoned coal mining town and was a part of the Stearns Coal and Lumber Company's past operation.  The Blue Heron mines operated from 1937 until December, 1962, when operations were no longer profitable. During that time, hundreds of people lived and worked in this isolated community on the banks of the Big South Fork River. 


We will start out visiting the Blue Heron Mining Community in the Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area.  The tour will be led by Tom DesJean, archaeologist for the Big South Fork.  We will start at 1:00 pm at the Stearns Depot Visitors Center and proceed to the Blue Heron Mining Community from there. Follow 27 south to KY 92W for the Stearns Depot Visitor Center (phone 606.376.5073).
Barren Fork Coal Camp

The Barren Fork Coal Camp is an example of an early eastern Kentucky coal-mining town. For the first half of its history, Barren Fork Coal Camp was located along Railroad Branch. In 1912, the company moved the camp and its tipple to the adjacent ridgetop south of Railroad Branch. A steam-powered incline moved coal up the steep ridgeslope.


We will hike the Barren Fork Heritage Trail, led by Randy Boedy, archaeologist with the Daniel Boone National Forest.  This tour will begin between 3:00 pm and 3:30 pm after we caravan from the Big South Fork.  After the Barren Fork Heritage Trail, there will be an opportunity to hike to Natural Arch -15McY39 - a rockshelter site and the second largest natural arch in state.  


After – head back to the Lodge and join us at 8ish for at the hospitality cabin (still to be announced) 

